BUILDING STRONG MARRIAGES TODAY!

 Study Guide for May 13-14, 2006                                 Scripture: EPHESIANS 5:21-6:4

Theme:  “Submission to Christ’s presence and authority brings wholeness and harmony to family living.

Read It:

   With so many self-help books, dvd’s, magazine articles and counselors all dealing with marriage and family issues, we could conclude that the problems and conflicts would be in decline.  Sadly, such is not the case.  More and more we read of the breakdown in marriages and the family.  What’s truly disturbing is those statistics are not only true of our secular culture, but also of families who attend church.


What are the underlying issues that we need to examine and how can we build strong marriages?  As you examine this week’s scripture study, please note:  where the apostle Paul lays his emphasis.  The foundation on which to build strong marriages is on a ‘Rock’—that Rock is Jesus.  To have a healthy, wholesome relationship in one’s family is in direct proportion to practicing the presence of Jesus.  Notice how often when Paul shares a key principle like submission, love, respect, obedience and discipline, the motivation for doing so is not some law, rule or command, rather such actions and behavior responds out of one’s commitment and reverence for Christ.


Building strong marriages in today’s culture will mean that we Christians commit to following Christ by first denying one’s self...taking up His cross...and follow Jesus. (Luke 9:23)  Do you see where you need to start? Are you growing more in love with Jesus?

KNOW:
1 What warning does Paul give to believers in Eph. 5:15-17 and how would you apply this to marriage?
2 To what evidence would you point to say that your marriage relationship is controlled by the Holy Spirit?  (Eph 5:18-20; Gal. 5: 22-23).
3 Explain why  understanding and applying Eph. 5: 21 is so critical for the foundation of a solid marriage?
4 How does Eph 5:22 and 25 flow out of it Eph. 5:21?

5 How does Jesus model these exhortations in His relationship to the Father?  John 6:18-20; Phil 2: 5-7  
6 How are husbands to love their wives and what is the motivation to do so?  5:25. 28-29.

7 How are children to respond to parents and to motivate them and their parents      response to them?  6:1-4
BE:

1 For  families to experience God’s blessings, what needs to happen in the personal life of each family member?  Gal 2:20; I Cor. 6:19-20
2 In what ways does a healthy Christian marriage relationship honor the Lord?
3 .   What more can our local church do to help families strengthen their relationship?

DO:

1.   What does it mean to you that you belong to the Lord Jesus and what would it look like to submit yourself to your spouse out of reverence for Christ? 

2.    What is something you can do this week to strengthen your marriage and family?
